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This was the beginning of the relations of Westinghouse
with the Niagara development.

In 1890 the Cataract Construction Company appointed
an International Niagara Commission to consider projects
and designs for the utilization of power from the falls. The
members of the commission were Sir William Thomson
(afterward Lord Kelvin); President, Doctor Coleman Sel-
lers, M. E. Mascart, Colonel Theodore Turretini, and Pro-
fessor W. C. Unwin, Secretary. It seems almost super-
fluous to say more about those gentlemen. Lord Kelvin
was not only one of the most famous physicists in the world
but an engineer of varied and eminent practical achieve-
ment. Doctor Sellers, long associated as engineer and in-
ventor with the well-known firm of William Sellers & Com-
pany, of Philadelphia, was also professor of engineering
practice at Stevens Institute and professor of mechanics
at the Franldin Institute. M. Mascart was member of
the Institute of Paris and professor at the College of France.
Colonel Turretini was President of the city of Geneva,
Director of Works for the Utilization of the Rhone, etc.
Professor William Cawthorne Unwin, of London, was a
distinguished physicist, scholar, and author. The reader
of this volume will not fail to recognize the high authority
of these names. The officers of the Cataract Construc-
tion Company were wise in handling an enterprise so great
in cost and so vast in its consequences in a way to bring
to their service the ability and experience of so distin-
guished a group of scientists and engineers.

Projects were invited for a central hydraulic power sta-
tion to be located above the Falls and to develop as much
power as the section of the discharge tunnel (490 square
feet), the head of water, and the hydraulic slope would per-
mit, and for the transmission and distribution of this power